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Abstract 

This report describes the launching of short term multi-disciplinary (STIMUL) 

projects within FuturICT 2.0. The STIMUL projects are carried out by a junior 

scientist co-supervised by a senior scientist with main background in ICT and 

another with main background in human sciences. The main steps of the launching 

process include: the elaboration of a call with adapted rules, of a process of project 

selection, the organization of a virtual network of exchanges between the projects 

and the development of a questionnaire about the perception of collaboration 

between ICT and social sciences. 

 

Introduction 

Work package 1 of FuturICT 2.0 is about launching and managing short term multi-

disciplinary (STIMUL) projects, exploring a variety of research collaborations 

between ICT and social sciences (called ICTSS projects in the proposal). The 

STIMUL projects involve young scholars who are co-supervised by a social 

scientist (e.g. psychologist, anthropologist, economist) and an ICT or a hard 

scientist (e.g. computer scientist, mathematician, physicist), for a duration 

between 3 to 9 months. The topics of the projects should be within the scope of 

FuturICT2.0 and the projects should help to identify promising research directions, 

such as: 

• Articulating heterogeneous data sources: lab experiments, interviews, 

questionnaires, crowd sourcing, social media mining, large scale internet 

experiments, 

• Using these data to elaborate the dynamics of virtual agents providing a better 

understanding of individual and collective social dynamics. 

Moreover, these projects will be monitored in order to improve our knowledge 

about research collaboration between ICT and social sciences. With this aim, the 

researchers involved in STIMUL projects should answer a questionnaire about their 

view of multidisciplinary work. 

  



                                                                                                   
 
 
 
 
 

 

Elaboration of the call 

The first step has been to create the STIMUL project managing committee at the 

kick-off FuturICT meeting in Rome (2 and 3 February 2017). The members of the 

committee (given in appendix 1) include a representative of each partner of the 

FuturICT 2.0 project. The role of the committee is: 

• To decide commonly accepted rules for the STIMUL projects and elaborate the call; 

• To select the project that follow these rules; 

• To monitor the progress of the selected projects and build on particularly 

interesting ones. 

The writing of the call has been an incremental process in which the goal was to 

take into account the specific constraints and wishes of the different partners while 

maintaining common rules insuring to meet the objectives of the work package. 

The process lasted several months with intense exchanges by email. 

We particularly discussed the type of link with project partners that should be 

required in the STIMUL projects. Some supported a very open call in which 

absolutely no link with the partners would be required. The Italian partners intend 

to launch a specific call to give grants to selected students.  However we had to 

be careful to possible practical and maybe legal difficulties. Indeed, the national 

agencies have chosen the different partners to carry out the research of the 

project and these partners should be involved in each STIMUL project. This 

involvement is also important in order to insure a proper monitoring of the projects 

and some guarantees of scientific quality that is difficult to evaluate otherwise in 

very light project proposals. 

The final choice has been to require that at least one of the supervisors should be 

employed by a partner of the FuturICT 2.0 project.  This insures indeed a significant 

flexibility, for instance the call to students can be done in Italy, with the 

requirement that the students contact in advance a researcher from partners of 

FuturICT 2.0 and agree with them on their research subject (see the call in 

appendix 2). 

We also elaborated a project submission form (see appendix 3) which should 

include the necessary information for the project selection and be as light as 



                                                                                                   
 
 
 
 
 

possible to avoid too much paper work that would discourage potential 

participants.  

The final version of the call has been issued in June 2017 and put in the FuturICT 

2.0 web site.  

 

Project submission, selection and monitoring 

The project submission and selection is done via the open version of the EasyChair 

tool. This tool is particularly handy to keep track of all submissions, to organize the 

reviewing and selection processes.  Up to now, 20 projects have been submitted 

(see the list in appendix 3). However, some were submitted before that the 

submission form has been finalized and they lack some information. The process 

is starting. Some partners have not yet started for different reasons (in particular 

delays in funding). 

Each submission is assigned to 3 members of the managing committee for 

reviewing, systematically including a member of the partner involved in the 

project. Indeed, the idea is that this reviewer can have access to more information 

and is more aware of its scientific significance. The other reviewers provide outside 

viewpoints.  The reviewing process takes place regularly as submissions arrive; the 

call is open, without specific deadline. The project reviewing should be done and 

a decision should be made within 2 months after the submission. 

Up to now, 10 projects have been accepted by the committee, 2 have been 

rejected because they did not fulfil some of the requirements of the call, 2 are still 

in the evaluation process and 6 submissions were not evaluated because not 

complete. 

The accepted projects are required to register into a ResearchGate STIMUL project 

tool, building a virtual network of STIMUL project participants. The goal is that the 

participants communicate about the progress of their project, exchange results 

and maybe engage in discussions with other project participants about some 

problems. As the projects have only recently been selected and most of them have 

not yet started, the activity on this virtual network has not yet started.  



                                                                                                   
 
 
 
 
 

 

Questionnaire development 

The questionnaire is accessible online from the FuturICT2.0 website. 

It states its objectives as follows:  “The purpose of this study is to explore the 

underpinnings of innovative research, including the mechanisms of 

interdisciplinary research. The study takes place online and consists of two parts. 

You are about to complete the first part, which should take between 10 to 15 

minutes. In this first part, you simply need to express your views on a number of 

issues, as spontaneously and as sincerely as possible. The second part will be 

conducted in November 2018 and we will contact you via email to invite you to 

participate. It is anticipated that the second part will also take 10-15 minutes. 

The participation in the study is voluntary; your response will be extremely 

valuable in exploring the basis for the innovative research. 

Once you complete the study, your response will be saved and merged with the 

other responses in an anonymous form. If you do decide to withdraw by not 

completing all stages of the study, your data will be discarded. You will not be 

asked to provide any identifying information other than your email address so we 

can contact you to invite you to participate in the second part. Your email will be 

stored separately from the rest of your data. Thus, the data you provide us will 

remain strictly anonymous.  

The findings of this study may be submitted for publication. The dataset may also 

be made available online, in line with the open science ethos.” 

We decided to enlarge the scope of the questionnaire beyond the STIMUL project 

participants in order to get a larger data set of researchers involved in multi-

disciplinary research. Thus we requested that all the members of the FuturICT2.0 

project filled it, and they were welcome to transmit the request to all the members 

of their institute. 

Up to now, we got 84 fully filled questionnaires. Appendix 5 provides some general 

information about the respondents.   



                                                                                                   
 
 
 
 
 

 

Appendix 1: STIMUL Projects Management committee 

Committee member Affiliation Country 

Guillaume Deffuant 

(STIMUL Coordinator) 
Irstea France 

David Chavalarias ISC-PIF France 

Serge Guimond LAPSCO France 

Jean-Charles Delvenne University of Louvain Belgium 

Mario Paolucci ISTC-CNR Italy 

Anna Carbone Politecnico di Torino Italy 

Egils Ginters Riga Technical University Latvia 

Janis Kapenieks Riga Technical University Latvia 

Stefan Klauser ETH Zurich Switzerland 

Lucian Itu 
Transilvania University of 

Brasov 
Romania 

Rein Ahas University of Tartu Estonia 

  



                                                                                                   
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Appendix 2: STIMUL project call 

 

STIMUL PROJECTS 

To enlarge the communities of social, computational and complexity scientists, 

FuturICT 2.0 is adopting the instrument of jointly-supervised STIMUL (Short TIme 

MULti-disciplinary) projects. 

A number of small STIMUL calls for short multi-disciplinary projects (3 to 9 

months) has been launched, starting from October 2017. 

STIMUL projects requirements 

1)The submitted project should involve: 

A junior researcher (Master or PhD student) 

One supervisor with a background in hard sciences (mathematics, physics, 

computer science, etc.) 

One supervisor with a background in social sciences (sociology, psychology, 

anthropology, social-psychology, etc.). 

2) The work should be carried out in close relation with an institution involved in 

FuturICT2.0. One of the supervisors should be employed by a lab or institution 

involved in FuturICT2.0.  The contribution to the selected applicant will be 

granted by the institution in charge of the project in line with the applicable 

national legislation. 

3) The project participants (junior scientist and supervisors) commit to answer a 

questionnaire about multi-disciplinary research before and after the project. The 

aim of the study is to better understand the factors of success of this type of 

research. 

4) The topics of the projects should be chosen within the scope of FuturICT2.0. 



                                                                                                   
 
 
 
 
 

Some examples are: 

Attitude, value, norm and identity evolutions in Europe (local, national 

specificities and continental common points, roles of virtual social networks); 

Social vulnerability, resilience and innovation in global changes (urbanisation, 

land use change, climate change, migrations, economics, virtual worlds…); 

Multicultural dynamics: assimilation, integration, tolerance, radicalization. 

Support offered by FuturICT2.0 

The STIMUL projects will be supported by FurutICT2.0 according to the lab 

where the application is received, in line with the applicable national legislation. 

Selected STIMUL projects participants may be invited to present their work to 

FuturICT2.0 meetings. 

Submission procedure 

The STIMUL project proposals should be submitted here. 

Please use the attached submission form: 

STIMUL form 

Deadline 

The STIMUL project submissions should be made at least 3 months before the 

project starts. 

Selection process 

The projects will be reviewed by 3 members of the FuturICT2.0 committee (one 

from the main FuturICT2.0 institution involved in the project, 2 from other 

members of the FuturICT2.0 consortium). 

Based on these reviews, an answer to the submission will be sent by email from 

the easyChair site within approximately 2 months. 

  



                                                                                                   
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix 3: STIMUL submission form 

 

 

Short Time Multi-disciplinary Project submission form 

Project  Acronym:  

Project title:   

FuturICT 2.0 

partner: 

 

Expected starting 

date: 

 

Expected ending 

date: 

 

Junior scientist 

Name:  

Level (Master, PhD, 

other): 

 

Supervisor with social sciences background 

Name:  

Affiliation:  

Supervisor with hard sciences background 

Name:  

Affiliation:  



                                                                                                   
 
 
 
 
 

Objective(s) of the project: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Envisaged approach: 

 

 

 

 

  



                                                                                                   
 
 
 
 
 

 

Appendix 4: Submitted projects 

    

     # Authors Title 
Durati

on 
Time 

     1 Egils Ginters 

System Dynamics Simulation Use in 

Sociotechnical Systems Acceptance 

and Sustainability Assessment 

(IASAM) 

6 to 9 

m 
Jun 02, 16:38 

     2 Egils Ginters 

Intermodal Bicycles Network as 

Efficient Kind of Urban Green 

Transport (VeloRouter) 

6 to 9 

m 

Jun 02, 

16:40 

     3 Egils Ginters 
Smart Phones Sustainability 

Assessment (Smart-Ph) 

3 to 6 

m 
Jun 02, 16:42 

     4 Egils Ginters 

Innovations in Development of 

Green Energies - Way to the Rural 

Sustainability Enhancement (Green 

Reactor) 

6 to 9 

m 

Jun 02, 

16:44 

     5 Egils Ginters 

Virtual and Augmented Reality Use 

for Elder Professionals Skills 

Enhancement (AR-Elder) 

6 to 9 

m 

Jun 02, 

16:46 

     6 Egils Ginters 

Sociotechnical Impact of Digital and 

User Centered Logistics 

Introduction (Society Logistics) 

6 to 9 

m 

Jun 02, 

16:49 

     7 Egils Ginters 
Ethical Aspects of RFID Use (RFID 

Ethics) 

6 to 9 

m 

Jun 02, 

16:50 

     8 Egils Ginters Supply Chains Digitalization for 

Food Safety Monitoring and Society 

6 to 9 

m 
Jun 02, 16:54 



                                                                                                   
 
 
 
 
 

    

Health's Provision (Safe Chain) 

     9 

Emmanuel 

Lazega, 

Guillaume 

Deffuant, Sylvie 

Huet and 

Floriana 

Gagiulo 

Coevolution of Networks and 

Mobility 

6 to 9 

m 

Sep 04, 

09:35 

     10 
Louise-Amélie 

Cougnon 
Social Networks Data Analysis 3 m Oct 17, 13:45 

     11 Egils Ginters 

Multi Agent Simulation to predict 

technology market acceptability 

through Value Network Analysis 

(VNA) in the Intelligent Transport 

System (ITS) domain (VNA_UAB) 

3 to 6 

m 
Oct 28, 16:34 

     12 Egils Ginters 
Data governance in smart grid 

environments (DataGovernance) 

3 to 6 

m 

Oct 28, 

16:40 

     13 

Victor 

Alexandru 

Briciu, Robert 

Demeter and 

Ana Maria 

Gulpe 

OPPORTUNITIES AND 

LIMITATIONS OF PLACE 

BRANDING IN THE ONLINE 

ENVIRONMENT 

3 to 6 

m 
Nov 15, 17:08 

     14 

Marinela-

Cristina Șimon, 

Cristian 

Boldișor and 

Georgiana 

Lavinia Lupică 

UTBVolunteer 
6 to 9 

m 

Nov 20, 

10:10 



                                                                                                   
 
 
 
 
 

    

     15 

Florin Nechita, 

Robert 

Demeter and 

Diana 

Lăpușneanu 

SNS data mining for Destination 

Marketing (SNSD4DM) 

6 to 9 

m 
Nov 21, 09:10 

     16 
Jean-Denis 

Mathias 

Happynamics - Modeling happiness 

dynamics: from the field to the 

computer 

3 to 6 

m 

Nov 23, 

08:34 

     17 

Serge 

Guimond, 

Guillaume 

Deffuant and 

Sylvie Huet 

MISMATCH-1 
3 to 6 

m 

Dec 04, 

10:52 

     18 

Serge 

Guimond, 

Guillaume 

Deffuant and 

Sylvie Huet 

MISMATCH-2 
6 to 9 

m 

Dec 04, 

10:54 

     19 

Laura 

Dzelzkalēja and 

Janis Kapenieks 

User Beahviour Study in Virtual 

Learning Environment with Semiotic 

Spacial Interface 

6 to 9 

m 
Dec 12, 11:44 

     
2

0 
Stefan Klauser 

Finance 4.0 Cryptoeconomics 

Design 

3 to 6 

m 
Dec 31, 13:46 

 

  



                                                                                                   
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix 5: Some information about filled questionnaires 

Which of the following disciplines do you consider to be your main 

expertise? - Selected Choice 

 

Frequen

cy 

Percen

t 

Valid 

Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Cognitive science 4 4.8 4.8 4.8 

Computational 

social science 

6 7.1 7.1 11.9 

Computer science 10 11.9 11.9 23.8 

Economy 5 6.0 6.0 29.8 

Engineering 5 6.0 6.0 35.7 

Geography 6 7.1 7.1 42.9 

Linguistics 7 8.3 8.3 51.2 

Mathematics 5 6.0 6.0 57.1 

Philosophy 1 1.2 1.2 58.3 

Psychology 10 11.9 11.9 70.2 

Sociology 4 4.8 4.8 75.0 

Other (please 

specify) 

21 25.0 25.0 100.0 

Total 84 100.0 100.0  

 

 

Gender 



                                                                                                   
 
 
 
 
 

 

Frequen

cy 

Percen

t 

Valid 

Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Male 56 66.7 66.7 66.7 

Femal

e 

28 33.3 33.3 100.0 

Total 84 100.0 100.0  

 

Academic position 

 

Frequen

cy 

Percen

t 

Valid 

Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid PhD/doctoral 

student 

12 14.3 14.5 14.5 

Postdoctoral 

researcher 

10 11.9 12.0 26.5 

Assistant professor 

/ Junior researcher 

20 23.8 24.1 50.6 

Associate 

professor / Senior 

researcher 

29 34.5 34.9 85.5 

Professor 7 8.3 8.4 94.0 

Head of 

department/lab 

5 6.0 6.0 100.0 

Total 83 98.8 100.0  

Missin

g 

System 1 1.2 
  



                                                                                                   
 
 
 
 
 

Total 84 100.0   

 

 

Are you a member of FuturICT 2.0? 

 

Frequen

cy 

Percen

t 

Valid 

Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Yes 18 21.4 21.4 21.4 

No 66 78.6 78.6 100.0 

Total 84 100.0 100.0  

 

 


